
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of saints and sinners, hear our prayer.  

We confess, we try to be saint-like — holy, good,  

patient, and loving. But we end up feeling more  

like sinners — full of failures of morality, selfish,  

and sometimes mean. Lord, you see us simply as  

human — beloved, flawed, trying, failing and  

sometimes succeeding. In all of this, forgive the  

wrong that we have done, and bless the good we 

have accomplished. Keep loving us, helping us,  

and molding us into the image of Christ,  

in whose name we pray. Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Friends, hear the Good News: the love of God is  
beyond measure, and you are included in that love.   
   Through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus  
   Christ we are forgiven. We are freed to love and  
   serve. Alleluia! Amen. 

SIGNS OF PEACE AND UNITY IN CHRIST 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Come, Holy Spirit, come, to quicken our minds and 
open our hearts that we might receive your Word  
as it is read and proclaimed. 
   Encourage or convict, comfort or confront,  
   as you know we need. 
Empower us to respond in obedient faithfulness.     
   Amen. 

SCRIPTURE          Exodus 14:10-18 CEB 
As Pharaoh drew closer, the Israelites looked back 
and saw the Egyptians marching toward them.  
The Israelites were terrified and cried out to the LORD.  
They said to Moses, “Weren’t there enough graves in 
Egypt that you took us away to die in the desert? 
What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt 
like this? Didn’t we tell you the same thing in Egypt? 
‘Leave us alone! Let us work for the Egyptians!’  
It would have been better for us to work for the  
Egyptians than to die in the desert.” But Moses said  
to the people, “Don’t be afraid. Stand your ground, 
and watch the LORD rescue you today. The Egyptians 
you see today you will never ever see again.  
The LORD will fight for you. You just keep still.” 
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out  

PREPARE YOUR WORSHIP SPACE 

   As we light this candle we pray for you to come,  

Holy Spirit. Fill this place. Fill our lives. Unite us as the 

Church of Jesus Christ. Set our hearts on fire. Amen. 

WELCOME  

PRELUDE                          Prelude in G                         Handel         

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The Lord is doing a new thing! 
   The Spirit is blowing. God is breathing new life in us. 
The old ways served their purposes, but a different 

chapter is beginning. 
   The Lord is doing a new thing! 
We were not meant to remain the same.  

God intends for us to grow and change.  

The Lord is doing a new thing! 
   We want to be part of it! Praise God! 

HYMN    Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above                                          

                                                                        no. 126, vs. 1,2,4  

Sing praise to God who reigns above,  

the God of all creation,  

the God of power, the God of love,  

the God of our salvation.  

With healing balm my soul is filled  

and every faithless murmur stilled:  

To God all praise and glory. 

The Lord is never far away,  

but through all grief distressing,  

an ever present help and stay,  

our peace and joy and blessing.  

As with a mother’s tender hand,  

God gently leads the chosen band:  

To God all praise and glory. 

Let all who name Christ’s holy name  

give God all praise and glory;  

let all who own his power proclaim  

aloud the wondrous story!  

Cast each false idol from its throne, 

for Christ is Lord, and Christ alone:  

To God all praise and glory. 

   

SEPTEMBER 13, 2020 

“I have never known more than fifteen minutes of anxiety or fear.  
Whenever I feel fearful emotions overtaking me, I just close my eyes and thank God that He is still on the 

throne reigning over everything and I take comfort in His control over the affairs of my life.”— John Wesley  



to me? Tell the Israelites to get moving. As for you,  
lift your shepherd’s rod, stretch out your hand over  
the sea, and split it in two so that the Israelites can  
go into the sea on dry ground. But me, I’ll make the 
Egyptians stubborn so that they will go in after them, 
and I’ll gain honor at the expense of Pharaoh, all his 
army, his chariots, and his cavalry. The Egyptians will 
know that I am the LORD, when I gain honor at the  
expense of Pharaoh, his chariots, and his cavalry.”   

MESSAGE FOR GROWING CHRISTIANS 

Music                 God Is Our Refuge    Allen Pote 
           Vocal Quartet       
 God is our refuge and strength; 
 A present help in time of trouble. 
 Though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 
 though the waters roar and foam, we will not fear. 
 

 Come and behold the work of the Lord, 
 the awesome acts of God. 
 He is in the midst of his people, in all the earth. 
 He is the Word, we are his hands, he will lead us. 
 He is the air, we are his song.                                           

We will celebrate his presence all the day long. 
 

 God is our refuge and strength… 
 

 Come and behold the work of the Lord… 
 He is the rain, we are the stones, he will cleanse us. 
 He is the air, we are his song, 
 We will celebrate his presence all the day long. 
 

 God is our refuge and strength...                          Psalm 46                

SCRIPTURE            Matthew 8:23-27 CEB 
When Jesus got into a boat, his disciples followed 
him. A huge storm arose on the lake so that waves 
were sloshing over the boat. But Jesus was asleep.  
They came and woke him, saying, “Lord, rescue us! 
We’re going to drown!” He said to them, “Why are 
you afraid, you people of weak faith?” Then he got 
up and gave orders to the winds and the lake,  
and there was a great calm. The people were 
amazed and said, “What kind of person is this?  
Even the winds and the lake obey him!” 

HYMN                Lord of All Hopefulness        TFWS no. 2197 
   Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,  

whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy:  
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,  
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

   Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,  
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,  
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 

   Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,  
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace: 
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,  
your love in our hearts, Lord at the eve of the day. 

   Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,  
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,  
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

MESSAGE       Overcoming Fear by Using Your Gifts 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy                         
name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those   
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,                         
the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.      

OFFERING 
Your offering changes lives here in West Chester and 
around the world. Part of our offering supports UMC 
missionaries and mission partnerships. The John Wesley 
Medical Boat sails the Amazon in Brazil several times a year 
bringing medical care, Bible studies, prayer, and hope to 
small villages and indigenous peoples.  Your faithfulness 
keeps them afloat. Thank you for your generosity.                  

OFFERING VIDEO       John Wesley Medical Boat 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Generous God, You entrust us with so much  

abundance; accept what we offer to you now as 

signs of our love for you and our desire to serve you. 
   You alone are Lord of our lives. Help us live each  

   day in a way that honors you and serves the needs  

   of your most vulnerable children. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HYMN       How Firm a Foundation         no. 529, vs. 1-3,5 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,  
is laid for your faith in his excellent word!  
What more can he say than to you he hath said,  
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,  
for I am thy God and will still give the aid;  
I’ll strengthen and help thee, and cause thee to stand 
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

When through the deep waters I call thee to go,  
the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;  
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,  
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose,  
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;  
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,  
I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake. 

BENEDICTION 
Go forth in hope, for everything that is done in the 
world is done by hope. 
   No farmer would sow a grain of corn if he did  
   not expect that it would grow. 
No tradesman would set himself to work if he did not 
hope to reap some benefit. 
   So be children of hope who offer hope to those  
   whose grasp is not yet tight enough to hold on to it.  
   Amen. —Based on the words of Martin Luther. 

POSTLUDE                    The Awakening               Broughton                              

            Bold text indicates congregational response. 
Please join us in our Gathering Area Coffee Zoom                     

following the service. See weekly email for instructions.  
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Thoughts on Fear 
I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils alone. - Thomas Merton 
  Beloved, I say, let your fears go, lest they make you fainthearted. Stop inspiring fear in those around you and 
now take your stand in faith. God has been good and God will continue to manifest God’s goodness. Let us                                               
approach these days expecting to see the goodness of the Lord manifest. Let us be strong and of good                                                                  
courage, for the Lord will fight for us if we stand in faith. - Francis Frangipane 
 How very little can be done under the spirit of fear. - Florence Nightingale 
Worry is a cycle of inefficient thoughts whirling around a center of fear. - Corrie Ten Boom 
Fear imprisons, faith liberates; fear paralyzes, faith empowers; fear disheartens, faith encourages; fear sickens, 
faith heals; fear makes useless, faith makes serviceable. - Harry Emerson Fosdick 
Doubts and mistrust are the mere panic of timid imagination, which the steadfast heart will conquer, and the 
large mind transcend. - Helen Keller 
I more fear what is within me than what comes from without. - Martin Luther 
Anxiety and fear are what we know best in this fantastic century of ours. Wars and rumors of wars… We have 
heard so much tragic news that when the news is good we cannot hear it. But the proclamation of Easter Day is 
that all is well. And as a Christian, I say this not with the easy optimism of one who has never known a time when 
all was not well but as one who has faced the Cross in all its obscenity as well as in all its glory, who has known 
one way or another what it is like to live separated from God. In the end, his will, not ours, is done. Love is the               
victor. –Frederick Buechner 

 

 
 Things Our Church Has Done Together 

While We Have Been Apart Summer 2020 
-Live In-Person Outdoor Youth Group - six times  
-Adult Summer Seminar Online 
-Gretna Glen Family Vacation 
-Hybrid Vacation Bible School for 200 students (Doris 
Haley Ministries Included) 
-Youth Summer Week of Service with Good Works 
-Wednesday Worship with Calvary Lutheran Outdoors 
-Children’s Summer Sunday School online 
-9 Carillon Concerts in the parking lot (and for the 
neighborhood) 
-Sunday Morning Zoom Youth Bible Study 
-Two sing-a-longs on Youtube 
-Innabah All-Church Family Picnic 
-Back Porch Book Club 
-Collected over $11,000 for Congo Hunger Ministry 
-Distributed over $6,000 to help support Act in Faith, 
Camp Innabah, Camp Gretna Glen, and families  
identified as needing our help by the Crime Victims 
Center of Chester County 
-Regular telephone calls to all of our homebound by 
our Stephen Ministers 

-Safe Harbor Lunches 

-Ongoing Feeding Ministry 

-Blessing Box 
-UM Children’s Center has been open since July and 
has added several students in learning pods 
-Daily noontime prayers Mon – Fri each week given by staff 
-Weekly creative online worship 

-Sunday Zoom Coffee Hour 
Our Deacon Allen: 
- Weekly Wednesday overnight Chaplain presence at 
AIDHC despite pandemic 
- Prepared to serve as Chaplain for National Guard 
Auxillary Care Unit at AIDHC (has not needed to be 
activated to date) 

Thank you for your on-going support of our church.  
We are alive in Christ! 


