
 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious God, loving and merciful, when we forget 
that we are your beloved  children, draw us ever  
closer to you. When we fail to hear your voice of 
peace, whisper your words of reassurance.  
When we don’t reflect the divine image within us,  
forgive us. Wash over us with your mercy and grace, 
and bathe us in your abundant love, that we may  
remember who we are and whose we are.  
In your holy name, we pray. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYER 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Don’t fear—God is still with us. Christ has redeemed us 
through His precious blood and we are God’s children 
forever. 
   Thanks be to God for this unspeakable gift. Amen. 

 SIGNS OF PEACE AND UNITY IN CHRIST 
If you are worshipping via the livestream, please sign 
the livestream worship attendance form found on our 
website. Let us know you joined us. 

MESSAGE FOR GROWING CHRISTIANS 

MUSIC           Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

BAPTISM                Olivia Coyle-Repischak   
                                                  Baptismal Covenant no. 39 
   Introduction to the Service 
      Brothers and sisters in Christ: Through the Sacrament  
      of Baptism we are initiated into Christ's holy Church. 
      We are incorporated into God's mighty acts of  
      salvation and given new birth through water and  
      the Spirit. All this is God's gift, offered to us without  
      price. 

   Presentation of the Candidate 

   Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith 
      On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: 
      Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, 
      reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of  
      your sin? I do. 
      Do you accept the freedom and power God gives  
      you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in  
      whatever forms they present themselves? I do. 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your 
whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as 
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PREPARE YOUR WORSHIP SPACE 
   As we light this candle we pray for you to come,  

Holy Spirit. Fill this place. Fill our lives. Unite us as the 

Church of Jesus Christ. Set our hearts on fire. Amen. 

WELCOME  

PRELUDE             Fanfare (from Water Music)           Handel    

CALL TO WORSHIP 
The heavens open. The Spirit descends. 
   Jesus emerges from the water. 
And a voice echoes through the blue expanse. 
"This is my child, the Beloved, with whom I am  
well-pleased." 
   Jesus is named. Jesus is claimed. 
We come to the water today. We remember we are 
named. We are claimed. 
   Let us worship the one who names and claims us still. 

HYMN          I Sing the Almighty Power of God         no. 152 
I sing the almighty power of God,  

that made the mountains rise,  

that spread the flowing seas abroad,  

and built the lofty skies.  

I sing the wisdom that ordained  

the sun to rule the day;  

the moon shines full at God’s command,  

and all the stars obey. 

I sing the goodness of the Lord,  

who filled the earth with food,  

who formed the creatures thru the Word, 

and then pronounced them good.  

Lord, how thy wonders are displayed,  

where'er I turn my eye,  

if I survey the ground I tread,  

or gaze upon the sky. 

There’s not a plant of flower below,  

but makes thy glories known,  

and clouds arise, and tempests blow,  

by order from thy throne;  

while all that borrows life from thee  

is ever in thy care;  

and everywhere that we can be,  

thou, God, art present there. 

Give us, O Lord, a steadfast heart, which no unworthy affection may drag downward.  
Give us an unconquered heart, which no unworthy purpose may tempt aside. Bestow on us also,  

O Lord our God, understanding to know you, diligence to seek you, wisdom to find you and a faithfulness  
that may finally embrace you. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. --Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) 



your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has 
opened to people of all ages, nations, and races? 
   I do. 
Will you nurture Olivia in Christ's holy Church, that by 
your teaching and example she may be guided to 
accept God's grace for herself, to profess her faith 
openly, and to lead a Christian life? I will. 

   Congregational Reaffirmation and Commitment  
      Do you, as Christ's body, the Church, reaffirm both  
      your rejection of sin and your commitment to Christ? 
         We do. 
      Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith  
      and life and include Olivia now before you in your  
      care?   

With God's help we will proclaim the good news 
and live according to the example of Christ.  
We will surround Olivia with a community of love 
and forgiveness, that she may grow in her service 
to others. We will pray for her, that she may be a 
true disciple who walks in the way that leads to 
life. 

      Let us join together in professing the Christian faith 
      as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New  
      Testaments.  
      Do you believe in God the Father? 
          I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
          creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
    I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

          who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  
          the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
          was crucified, died, and was buried;  
          he descended to the dead. On the third day he  
          rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated  
          at the right hand of the Father, and will come  
          again to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  

          church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness  
          of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
          everlasting. 

   Thanksgiving over the Water 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us pray. Eternal Father: When nothing existed  
but chaos, you swept across the dark waters and 
brought forth light. In the days of Noah you saved 
those on the ark through water. After the flood you 
set in the clouds a rainbow. When you saw your 
people as slaves in Egypt, you led them to freedom 
through the sea. Their children you brought through 
the Jordan to the land which you promised. 
   Sing to the Lord, all the earth. Tell of God's mercy  
   each day.  
In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, nurtured in the 
water of a womb. He was baptized by John and 
anointed by your Spirit. He called his disciples to 
share in the baptism of his death and resurrection 
and to make disciples of all nations. 
   Declare his works to the nations, his glory among  
   all the people.  
Pour out your Holy Spirit, to bless this gift of water 
and she who receives it, to wash away her sin and 
clothe her in righteousness throughout her life, that, 

dying and being raised with Christ, she may share in 
Christ’s final victory. 
   All praise to you, Eternal Father, through your Son  
   Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives  
   and reigns for ever. Amen. 

   Baptism With Laying on of Hands 
       Olivia, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 
       and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
       The Holy Spirit work within you, Olivia,  
       that being born through water and the Spirit,  
       you may be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
       Now it is our joy to welcome our new sister in  
       Christ, Olivia Coyle-Repischak                                      

   Baptism Song    “God Claims You”     
                                                              TFWS no. 2249, vs.1,2 
      Refrain:   Olivia, Olivia, God claims you, 

      God helps you, protects you, 
      and loves you too. 
      We this day do all agree 
      A child of God you’ll always be. 

       Refrain:  Olivia, Olivia, … 
      We your family love you so, 
      We vow to help your faith to grow. 

       Refrain:  Olivia, Olivia,...                                

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION   

SCRIPTURE                      Genesis 1:1-5 
When God began to create the heavens and the 
earth— the earth was without shape or form, it was 
dark over the deep sea, and God’s wind swept  
over the waters— God said, “Let there be light.”  
And so light appeared.  God saw how good the light 
was. God separated the light from the darkness.   
God named the light Day and the darkness Night. 
There was evening and there was morning: the first day.  

HYMN               When Jesus Came to Jordan          no. 252 
When Jesus came to Jordan  
to be baptized by John,  
he did not come for pardon  
but as the sinless one.  
He came to share repentance  
with all who mourn their sins,  
to speak the vital sentence  
with which good news begins. 

He came to share temptation,  
our utmost woe and loss,  
for us and our salvation  
to die upon the cross.  
So when the dove descended  
on him, the Son of Man,  
the hidden years had ended,  
the age of grace began. 

Come, Holy Spirit, aid us  
to keep the vows we make;  
this very day invade us,  
and every bondage break.  
Come, give our lives direction,  
the gift we covet most:  
to share the resurrection  
that leads to Pentecost.             



SCRIPTURE                     Mark 1: 4-11 
John the Baptist was in the wilderness calling for people 
to be baptized to show that they were changing their 
hearts and lives and wanted God to forgive their sins.   

Everyone in Judea and all the people of Jerusalem 
went out to the Jordan River and were being baptized 
by John as they confessed their sins. John wore 
clothes made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist. He ate locusts and wild honey.   

He announced, “One stronger than I am is coming 
after me. I’m not even worthy to bend over and loosen 
the strap of his sandals.  I baptize you with water, but 
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” About that 
time, Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and John 
baptized him in the Jordan River. While he was coming 
up out of the water, Jesus saw heaven splitting open 
and the Spirit, like a dove, coming down on him.   

And there was a voice from heaven: “You are my 
Son, whom I dearly love; in you I find happiness.” 

MESSAGE             Remember the Holy Moments 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

OFFERING 

   (You may send in your offering by text, at umcwc.org, 

through the mail, or by dropping it off at our office.)    

Your giving changes lives. United Methodist churches 
together are on a mission to “make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world.” One way 
of doing this is by offering creative, vibrant Christian 
Education for all ages. We grow closer to God when 
we explore deep questions of faith and life together. 
Thank you for your generosity and may light keep 
shining in our darkness. 

OFFERING VIDEO      No Question Too Big or Small   

                                     UMC Rethink Church  

OFFERING PRAYER 

REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISM 
We praise you, O God, for our water stories -- a flood 
that cleansed the earth, the sea that drowned the                         
enemy, a river that can heal leprosy. 
   We praise you, O God, for water: 
We remember the waters of Jesus – baptized in the                             
Jordan River, calming the Sea of Galilee, drinking 
from Jacob’s Well, washing the disciples’ feet,  
on the cross thirsting for us. 
   We praise you for the waters of our baptism. 
You are the fountain of life: refresh us. 
You are the cleansing spring: heal us. 
You are the well from which we drink and never thirst 
again: fill us. 
       (World Council of Churches: Worshipping Ecumenically) 

Those in the sanctuary will have baptismal water 
sprinkled on them. Those at home are invited to take 
water, dip in your finger, and place the mark of the 
cross on your forehead with the water. 

BAPTISMAL PRAYER (a variation of the Shower Prayer)   
I remember my baptism. Wash me with your grace. 
Fill me with your Spirit. Renew my soul. I prayer that I 
might live as your child today and honor you in all 
that I do. Amen.         

Worship Participants  

Message: Rev. Dr. Truman Brooks 
Liturgists: Rev. Molly Dee Rounsley,  

Rev. Mercedes Case 
Readers: the Ferraioli Family, the Knapp Family 
Children’s Message: Jacqui Rothera 
Organist: Steve Campitelli  
Special Music: Cory Smith 
Hymn Leader: Mike Muzzo 
Live Stream Producer: Cory Smith 
Sound: Brad Rush 
Videographer: Tim Case 
Ushers: Tony and Sofia Piccone 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HYMN            We Were Baptized in Christ Jesus    

                                                                      TFWS no. 2251 
We were baptized in Christ Jesus,  

we were baptized in his death;  

that as Christ was raised victorious,  

we might live a brand new life.  

And if we have been united  

in a dreadful death like his,  

we will all be reunited, for he lives. 

In the water and the witness,  

in the breaking of the bread,  

in the waiting arms of Jesus  

who is risen from the dead,  

God has made a new beginning  

from the ashes of our past;  

in the losing and the winning we hold fast. 

Glory be to God the Father,  

glory be to Christ the Son,  

glory to the Holy Spirit,  

ever three and ever one;  

as it was in the beginning,  

glory now resounds again  

in a song that has no ending. Amen.                

BENEDICTION 

May God, who has begun a good work within you, 

continue that work until the day when Christ Jesus 

returns. May your love overflow more and more; 
   May we continue to grow in knowledge and  

   understanding, so that we may stand pure and  

   blameless before God on the day of Christ’s return. 

The God who calls you is faithful, and God will do it. 

Go in peace. Amen. 

POSTLUDE          Postlude in G          Mendelssohn/Blake                                                     

            Bold text indicates congregational response. 

Please join us in our Gathering Area Coffee Zoom                     
following the service.  

See weekly email for instructions.  

Today we welcome into our church family through 
baptism, Olivia Coyle-Repischak, daughter of Rachel 
and Brittany Coyle-Repischak, and sister of Reese. 

http://umcwc.org/
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God’s Rule Inaugurated  

An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship (Geneva Press, 2003, 148) 

The Baptism of the Lord is closely related to Epiphany and should be considered in relation to that 

feast. Jesus’ ministry to bring in God’s rule was inaugurated in his baptism. As he came out of the 

water, the Spirit rested on Jesus and a sign of God’s approval was heard. On this day, we celebrate 

not only Jesus’ baptism but our own as well, for our baptism is rooted in Christ. Baptism joins us to 

Christ and his church, and with all of the baptized we are called to share in Jesus’ ministry.  

In the waters of baptism we are buried with Christ, cleansed of our sins, and raised to share in his 

resurrection. The Spirit is given to us and we are declared the children of God. 

Thoughts on Baptism 

   The Church is not self-made, it was created by God and is continuously formed by Him.  

   This finds expression in the Sacraments, above all in that of Baptism: I enter into the Church not  

   by a bureaucratic act, but with the help of this Sacrament. - Pope Benedict XVI 

   At Baptism, I received grace - that quality that makes me share in the very nature of God.   

   - Mother Angelica 

   In baptism, new Christians become part of a body of fellow believers who are called to spiritually      

   encourage one another and hold one another responsible for consistent Christian living.  

   - Tony Campolo 

   A sacrament is when something holy happens. It is transparent time, time you can see through  

   to something deep inside time. - Frederick Buechner 

   Anybody living in the strength of Christ's baptism lives in the strength of Christ's death.  

   - Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

   Baptism is an outward expression of an inward faith. - Watchman Nee 


