
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Lord Jesus Christ, as we seek you we expect that you 
will do what we want, whatever we ask. We want 
places of honor and glory. We want to be great.  
We want to be first. But you, O Christ, are servant of all. 
Forgive our brazenness. Forgive our self-importance. 
Forgive us. Remind us that our freedom and peace 
were purchased at a great price. Teach us to be  
humble. Teach us to be more like you. Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Holy Scripture says: There is one God, and there is one 
mediator between God and humanity, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all. 
   in Christ Jesus we have a Savior who has shared our  
   nature, who knows our difficulties, and who pleads,  
   “Father, forgive them,” on our behalf. 
God’s grace is poured out upon us all. In Jesus Christ, 
we are forgiven indeed. Amen. 

 SIGNS OF PEACE AND UNITY IN CHRIST 
If you are worshipping via the livestream, please sign 
the livestream worship attendance form found on our 
website. Let us know you joined us. 

PSALM 126 (Intoned)                            no. 847, response 2 

Sung Response: 
   For the night weeping may tarry;  
   with the morning light comes joy. 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,  
we were like those who dream. 
   Then our mouth was filled with laughter,  
   and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
Then they said among the nations,  
“The Lord has done great things for them.” 
   The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad. 

Response 

Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in 
the Negeb! 
   May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy! 
Those who go forth weeping,  
bearing the seed for sowing, 
   Shall come home with shouts of joy,  
   carrying their sheaves. 

Response 

WELCOME 

PREPARE YOUR WORSHIP SPACE 
   As we light this candle we pray for you to come,  

Holy Spirit. Fill this place. Fill our lives. Unite us as the 
Church of Jesus Christ. Set our hearts on fire. Amen.  

PRELUDE                 Cleansing Fountain         arr. Broughton                       

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Like empty jars, we have come to be filled. 
   Like ornamental candles, we have come to be  
   set ablaze. 
Like weary travelers, we have come to find rest. 
   Like little children, we have come to be surprised. 
Hear the Word of God and make your reply:  
"My heart has heard you say, come and talk with me, 
O my people!” 
   And my heart responds, "God, I am here." 

HYMN      Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing         no. 400 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing,  
tune my heart to sing thy grace;  
streams of mercy, never ceasing,  
call for songs of loudest praise.  
Teach me some melodious sonnet,  
sung by flaming tongues above.  
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it,  
mount of thy redeeming love. 

Here I raise mine Ebenezer;  
hither by thy help I’m come;  
and I hope, by thy good pleasure,  
safely to arrive at home.  
Jesus sought me when a stranger,  
wandering from the fold of God;  
he, to rescue me from danger,  
interposed his precious blood. 

O to grace how great a debtor  
daily I’m constrained to be!  
Let thy goodness, like a fetter,  
bind my wandering heart to thee.  
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,  
prone to leave the God I love;  
here’s my heart, O take and seal it,  
seal it for thy courts above.       
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 The central belief is that Christ’s death has somehow put us right with God and given us a fresh start.                                                        
Theories as to how it did this are another matter: A good many different theories have been held as                                               

to how it works; what all Christians are agreed on is that it does work. –C.S. Lewis 



MESSAGE FOR GROWING CHRISTIANS 

MUSIC         Wondrous Love        arr. Eric Nelson 

 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

 What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

 What wondrous  love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 

 to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

 to bear the dreadful curse for my soul. 
 

 To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, 

 to God and to the Lamb, I will sing. 

 To God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM, 

 while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; 

 while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

 and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 

 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be; 

 and through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on. 

 And through eternity, I’ll sing on. 
 

 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

 What wondrous love is this, my soul! 

 What wondrous love is this! 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION   

How easy it is to hear words we have heard before 

and drift away. 

   Wake us up, O God, as we listen to your Word read  

   in our midst, that we might hear what we haven't  

   heard before and delight in being awakened to  

   new life in Christ. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE                 I Timothy 2:1-7 CEB 

   First of all, then, I ask that requests, prayers, petitions, 

and thanksgiving be made for all people. Pray for 

kings and everyone who is in authority so that we can 

live a quiet and peaceful life in complete godliness 

and dignity. This is right and it pleases God our  

savior, who wants all people to be saved and to 

come to a knowledge of the truth. There is one God 

and one mediator between God and humanity,  

the human Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a  

payment to set all people free. This was a testimony 

that was given at the right time. I was appointed to 

be a preacher and apostle of this testimony— 

I’m telling the truth and I’m not lying! I’m a teacher of 

the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

HYMN                     My Jesus, I Love Thee                no. 172 

My Jesus, I love thee, I know thou art mine;  

for thee all the follies of sin I resign.  

My gracious Redeemer, my Savior art thou;  

if ever I loved thee, my Jesus ‘tis now. 

I love thee because thou hast first loved me,  

and purchased my pardon on Calvary’s tree;  

I love thee for wearing the thorns on thy brow;  

if ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now. 

In mansions of glory and endless delight,  

I’ll ever adore thee in heaven so bright;  

I’ll sing with the glittering crown on my brow;  

if ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now. 

SCRIPTURE              Mark 10:35-45  NRSV 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward 

to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do 

for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, 

“What is it you want me to do for you?” And they  

said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand 

and one at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to 

them, “You do not know what you are asking.  

Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be  

baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 

with?” They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said  

to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with 

the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be  

baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is  

not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has 

been prepared.” When the ten heard this, they began 

to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called 

them and said to them, “You know that among the 

Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers  

lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants          

over them. But it is not so among you; but whoever 

wishes to become great among you must be your 

servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you 

must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to 

be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom 

for many.” 

MESSAGE        What the Cross Means to Me… 

                 A Look Behind the Scenes (Ransom Theory) 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy                         

name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those   

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,                         

the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

OFFERING 

   (You may send in your offering by text, at umcwc.org, 

through the mail, or by dropping it off at our office.) 

The Methodist movement has a long history of  

reaching out to the imprisoned. Your weekly offering 

helps us support vital prison ministries like Kairos, a 3 

day spiritual retreat for inmates, and local ministries 

like Doris Haley Ministries, ministering to families of the             

incarcerated. Thank you for your generosity. Your gift 

changes lives. 

OFFERING VIDEO          Kairos Prison Ministry 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Life in Christ opens our hearts and minds to a new 

world inside ourselves and beyond ourselves. 

   Let it be, loving God. Take our life of stewardship  

   and make it Yours, that new life might be possible  

   for others. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

http://umcwc.org/


HYMN              Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed        no. 294 

Alas! And did my Savior bleed,  

and did my Sovereign die?  

Would he devote that sacred head  

for sinners such as I? 

Was it for crimes that I have done,  

he groaned upon the tree?  

Amazing pity! Grace unknown!  

And love beyond degree! 

Well might the sun in darkness hide,  

and shut its glories in,  

when God, the mighty maker died  

for his own creature’s sin. 

Thus might I hide my blushing face  

while his dear cross appears;  

dissolve my heart in thankfulness,  

and melt mine eyes to tears. 

But drops of tears can ne’er repay  

the debt of love I owe.  

Here, Lord, I give my self away’  

‘tis all that I can do. 

BENEDICTION 

The journey of Jesus took him into a world of suffering, 

rejection, and death. 

   As we go into this same world, strengthen us,  

   O God. Remind us that we are not of this world.  

   We are yours, always. 

May the blessings of God the Father, Son,  

and Holy Spirit, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,  

line our path. Amen. 

POSTLUDE             Cleansing Fountain        arr. Broughton   

                                               

            Bold text indicates congregational response. 

Please join us in our Gathering Area Coffee Zoom                     
following the service.  

See weekly email for instructions.  

 

 

Worship Participants  

Message: Rev. Dr. Truman Brooks 

Liturgists: Rev. Molly Dee Rounsley, Rev. Allen Keller 

Readers: Kathryn Hanson,  

Martina and Brianna Keogan           

Children’s Message: Kristi Largoza 

Men’s Quartet: Jason Clark, Mike Muzzo,  

   Brian Rotz, Dan Rotz 

Organist: Steve Campitelli  

Hymn Leaders: Mike and Grace Muzzo 

Live Stream Producer: Cory Smith 

Sound: Brad Rush 

Videographer: David Maxwell 

Questions for Reflection 

-In what ways are you being held captive by sin,  

and by forces that seem beyond your control? 

-Who in your community lives in economic, political, 

and cultural captivity? How might your efforts as a 

follower of Jesus contribute to their liberation? 

-How will your freedom in Christ help you find your 

song? 

Wesley’s Eclectic Thoughts on the Atonement 
“We receive Christ; that is, we receive Him in all His 

offices, as our Prophet, Priest, and King.”                            

-John Wesley, Sermon 43. 
   Wesley understands Christ to be the mediator                                             

between God and a sinful humanity.                                                                

To Wesley, Christ has three roles (offices): King, Priest, 

and Prophet. Christ as King empowers humanity to 

break free of the chains of sin. Christ as Priest                                   

absolves humanity of their personal guilt for sin.                            

Christ as Prophet guides humanity into holy living and 

constant vigilance against the temptations of sin.   

We can understand this in a Wesleyan way by  

focusing on the interaction between sin and  

Wesleyan grace. 
   Christ’s office as King destroys “the power and root 

of sin” and gives us a chance at new life before 

we’ve earned it. (prevenient grace) 
   Christ’s office as Priest redeems us from the guilt of 

sin when we confess our complicity in it. (justifying 

grace) 
   Christ’s office as Prophet teaches us how to live out 

this newly redeemed life without sin. (sanctifying 

grace) 
With these offices in mind, consider how they match 

up with traditional atonement theories. 
Wesley’s Kingly office presents Christ as a liberator 

from evil and encourages followers to seek freedom 

from sin and all oppressive powers in their lives. 

(Ransom) 
Wesley’s Priestly office portrays God as requiring a 

sacrifice and encouraging Christians to imitate the 

sacrificial obedience of their Savior. (Substitutionary) 
Wesley’s Prophetic office encourages Christian to 

pursue holy living while on earth instead of allowing 

injustice to go unchecked or waiting for some                         

heavenly reward. (Exemplary) 
   What a hodgepodge!  For Wesley, Christ’s three 

roles are so intertwined that they defy traditional                               

categories. Wesley clearly understood the difficulties 

of traditional atonement theories, and blended them 

in his personal theology.   


